
             

Presidents’ Notes May 2020 

 Hello all, 

When will we meet again?  Governor Charlie Baker will have to let groups of 50 meet again and the 
church will have to also agree to let us back inside.  There are ideas of an outdoor gathering, but for now 
we’ll be cautious and wait and wait and wait like everyone else. 

I’ve never sewn every single day before.  Between the masks and the surgical scrub caps, I’ve sewn a 
ton.  It is keeping me sane.  I have a purpose.  I feel useful, needed. 

The other thing that is keeping me sane is reaching out to people. Isolation by choice is way different 
than by force.  I hate being super busy and having to be somewhere too many nights in the week. I’m an 
introvert who likes people, but needs her downtime to recharge.   Working from home, I don’t have 
those random conversations with people I’d see in the hall or in the bathroom or in the cafeteria.  Not 
going much of anywhere, I’m not talking to the people in the other parts of my life as well.  I’ve started 
spending some of my lunches making phone calls.  I do tend to call the same people, so what I need to 
do next is call someone that I don’t usually call just to say hi.  Yeah, they’ll be a little surprised, but 
hopefully a good surprise.  Time to reach out and touch someone as AT&T used to say.  It would be a 
good time to pull out the guild phone list.  When was the last time you talked to the people who usually 
sit at your table? 

 Hope to see you soon, 

Christine & Dawn 
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2019-20 NPQ BAG LADY SWAP BLOCK CHALLENGE 

Watch for an email regarding the block swap. 

The Bag Ladies – Joan Legor and Kathie Palfy 

Hole in the Wall Charity Update 

The Hole in the Wall has really nothing to report... 

To date, we have a total of 63 completed Quilts with 140 Pillowcases. 

At last meeting, all my kits were passed out... 

All Stay Safe till we meet again! 

Linda Rose 
The Hole in the Wall Gang Charity Coordinator 

Yawkey Way Home and Veterans’ Quilts Update 

Thanks to those of you who have picked up and returned  kits for 
Yawkee Way Home and for the Veterans.  If anyone else is 
interested, please give me a call and I will get kits to you.  I have a 
lot of kits ready for our meetings when we do meet again. 

More importantly, stay healthy, stay safe and be careful these 
days.   I am looking forward to looking back on all this.   Hope to see 
you all soon. 

 RoseMary Koch 

PROGRAMS 2020 

Our May speaker was Pam Weeks.  She will be happy to reschedule once we are back up and running. 
will get her on the schedule again. 

If the June meeting does happen, it is scheduled to be our year end Ice Cream Social.  Please stay tuned 
as we figure out how we can get back up and running.  

Carol Hayes 

Sunshine Lady 

No more than ever, people may need a pick me up and well wishes.  I am happy to send 
out cards and well wishes.  If you know a member in need, please contact me by 
phone 978-578-5550, text (same number) or email: joannebrbr@aol.com . 

tel:978-578-5550
mailto:joannebrbr@aol.com


Mask Contribution 

Please contact Diana directly at end of the message.  

Are you tired of making masks? If not, are you up for the challenge of making more for a wonderful 
cause that will be wonderful PR for our guild? Let me explain. I am writing on behalf of my dear family 
friend Anike Tourse, and her work as an independent filmmaker in conjunction with the Coalition for 
Humane Immigrant Rights (CHIRLA). 

As you are likely aware, COVID-19 has disproportionately affected immigrants and their families. Many 
immigrants are essential workers that continue to work in our ICU’s, drive delivery trucks, and feed us 
from the farm fields. Millions of Immigrants are not sheltering in place; they are out there propping up 
the economy and helping our community. For undocumented immigrants who are staying at home 
under shelter in place orders, their mixed status families are easy targets and many are still opening 
their doors when ICE appears, often without a proper warrant. Undocumented immigrant detainees are 
also succumbing to the virus in detention centers in record numbers. 

For more than 18 years Anike and her production company Mixed Operations have worked with CHIRLA 
to create films that inform immigrants how to best protect themselves and their mixed status families 
and to enlighten general audiences about the immigrant experience. Together their films have reached 
an audience of more than 11.5 million. On May 5, #GivingTuesdayNow, CHIRLA and Mixed Operations 
will kick off a fundraiser to raise the final production funds for America’s Family, the third film in CHIRA’s 
Know Your Rights series. For a donation of $25 and up, CHIRLA will send a handmade, washable non-
hospital grade mask to an essential immigrant worker.  As CHIRLA is the executive producer of America’s 
Family, donations to production are made directly to this non-profit organization and donors will receive 
a tax write off for contributing. 

Would you consider contributing to the mask making effort?  I will provide all of the CHIRLA logo labels 
to be ironed on to the outside of all of the masks. UPS will collect the masks from your doorstep for no 
contact delivery. In exchange OUR GUILD’S or your buisness name can be listed in America’s Family and 
CHIRLA’s social media as a contributor and announced live on multiple social media channels throughout 
the week of fundraising and during their live Zoom Cinco de Mayo party on May 5 to which you will also 
be invited to attend. OUR quilting quild’s/quilting/sewing business logo will be featured on 
the America’s Family film website as a community partner and in the film credits. And finally, we hope 
you’ll take a quick few second video of yourself on your phone with your family that we can include in 
the fundraiser promotional video. If you would like to participate please let me know how many masks 
you think you can contribute. You can learn more about the America’s Family movie 
here:  http://www.americasfamilymovie.com/and please check out the wonderful teaser for the film 
here: https://vimeo.com/339788972. You can learn more about CHIRLA here (https://www.chirla.org/) 
and Mixed Operations (https://mixedoperations.com). 

And please spread the word to fellow quilters and sewers who may wish to join our collaborative effort. 
As we all go back to work soon our masks could not only make the difference between the safety and 
unity of an immigrant family now but also between life and death of these families’ breadwinners later. I 
have told Anike of the unbelievable generosity of our quilting community, so I encourage you to make 
some masks for this important cause 
Let me know if you are interested in helping me make more masks.  

Diana Galson-Kooy 
DK Threads www.DKThreads.com cell: 617-669-2067 

http://www.dkthreads.com/


Important Miscellaneous Information

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: Please send all updates and informational notes to Susan Holsing, our 
Newsletter Coordinator, by the 25th of the month to appear in the following month’s 
Newsletter: NPQNews@gmail.com  

THE SUNSHINE LADY: Please let the Sunshine lady know of members who need 
some sunshine in their life. Please e-mail: joannebrbr@aol.com I appreciate your 
input. Thank you, Joanne Barber (978)922-5123  
GUEST FEES: Please be reminded that North Parish Quilt Guild has a guest fee 

policy-- all guests pay a $5.00 fee for all meetings.  We would appreciate members observing 
this policy. Thank you.  

PARKING: Please note that we will be reserving the first two spaces in the parking lot for 
speakers and vendors.  

SUGGESTION BOX: A penny for your thoughts. If you have an idea, then let us know. This is 
YOUR guild. What would you like to see and do? There will be a box at the back of the hall 
where the check in table is located. Please put your ideas and comments in the box. We will 
read them and discuss them at the next board meeting. Thank you. 

FREE TABLE: Don’t forget to check out the free table at the back of the room 
before and after the meetings. Anything quilt related is welcome – please feel 
free to “put and take”.  This is a great way to recycle magazines, notions and 
unwanted fabric. Scraps are also welcomed. To be fair to all members please 
limit your taking to 2 or 3 items until the end of the meeting.  If you bring in 
anything and it is still there at the end of the night please take it home.  

THE GUILD WEBSITE:  Please visit the guild’s website and sign up to receive an e-mail when 
anything, including this newsletter, is posted to the site. See Susan Holsing if you would like 
help subscribing to the website.  http://northparishquilters.wordpress.com/ 

SNOW CANCELLATION POLICY:  In the event that North Reading Schools are canceled on the 
day of a North Parish Guild Meeting, then the guild meeting is also canceled.  However, if snow 
conditions become severe through the day, members will be notified by email by 3:00 pm on 
the day of the meeting. We ask that everyone assist with notifying our members of a 
cancellation.   Members without email should contact another North Parish Guild Member.  
Thank you. 

UPCOMING MEETING:  June 10 2020 ??? 

REMEMBER TO BRING TO THE MEMBERSHIP MEETING: 
Name Tag – Charity Items – Show and Tell  

http://northparishquilters.wordpress.com/

