
   

 

   

 

             
 

Presidents’ Notes April 2020 
 

 Hello all, 
 
Who would have ever thought the world would have changed so drastically in such a short amount of 
time?  At the March meeting with about 25 people in attendance, we discussed whether we’d get the 
attendance to go forward with a show.   We voted to cancel the quilt show as the words “with an 
abundance of caution” was the phrase of the day.   That seems so long ago now as we all spend our 
days at home with the occasional outing to the grocery store. 
 
The one advantage this group has is an indoor hobby that takes up a lot of time and brings calm, joy, 
caring for others, creativity, usefulness, distraction or whichever positive emotion your quilting brings 
out in you.   I may have a touch of cabin fever, but I am not bored.   
 
When I’m not working from home full-time, I’ve been making face mask covers.  My son who is home 
(instead of being at UMASS Amherst and playing baseball) saw me, gave me the eye roll and then I 
explained why I was making them.  5 minutes later, I got a text from him (that’s what his generation 
does) asking if I could make one for his girlfriend’s mother’s friend who is a nurse at Burlington Lahey.  
I sent the pile I had made and a pile someone else had made for my son to drop off at the nurse’s 
house so she could bring them to work.  I received many enthusiastic thank yous.  The fabric face mask 
covers the surgical and N-95 masks in order to make them last longer as the hospitals are reusing their 
masks far longer than they normally would.  Once my nurse contact doesn’t need them anymore, I’ll 
move on to the nursing homes, friends and anywhere else that has a need for them. 
 
I have no idea how long this will last, how many will suffer, what the economy will be like, how many of 
our small businesses and restaurants will make it through to the other side.   All I can do is my part – 
stay home and sew face masks. 
 
Hope to see you soon, 
Christine 
 
PS – Dawn was in Florida visiting her son and family 
when things got worse.  So she BOUGHT a sewing 
machine to make masks down there.  Her daughter-in-law is a 
nurse. 
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2019-20 NPQ BAG LADY SWAP BLOCK CHALLENGE 

Under the circumstances since we are not meeting in April, I would like to 
suggest that we do 2 blocks for the bag lady swap we have & worry about 
next month when the time comes! 
 
Stay safe and maybe we can put this unexpected time off to good use to 
finish some UFOs we have not completed 

 
The Bag Ladies – Joan Legor and Kathie Palfy 

 
 

Hole in the Wall Charity Update 
 

First, I hope all are doing well and staying safe. 
Second, thank you to those who took the last of the Kits for the The Hole in 
the Wall. We now have a total of 61 completed quilts.  Please hold your 
completed items until which time we are back together.   
 
Quilt size no Smaller than 55" x 55" and no Larger than 75" X 75".   
 
For now, it would be best if we made masks.  Refer to Missouri Star site for 
easiest directions for basic masks. Drop offs can be made at Hospitals, Fire & 
Police Stations.  You might want to call ahead to make arrangements.  
 

Again, stay safe and keep washing those hands!  
 
Linda Rose  
The Hole in the Wall Gang Charity Coordinator  
 

 
Yawkey Way Home Update 

 
Unfortunately, the world crisis has affected everyone.  I wanted to send a quick message to let you know that I 
have pillowcase kits, kits for tops and many quilts that need bindings sewn to complete the quilts.  If anyone 
wants to assist with these items, especially if you are bored and finished all your UFO’s, I would be happy to 
arrange for you to pick up at my home in Arlington.  I could leave items in a sealed bag at my garage door.  I 
have done this for a few people already. 
  
However, when you finish the kits or quilts, you would be holding on to them until such time we are able to 
gather together.  There is no way to distribute them to Yawkey Way Home at this time.  I apologize, but I am not 
venturing out.   John and I are healthy and are not infected and we want to stay that way.  I certainly understand 
if you want to stay safe and healthy as well. 
  
Thank you for your continued support.  Let’s hope and pray we can all get over this soon and get back to our 
normal lives. 

 
RoseMary Koch 



   

 

 
Veterans’ Quilts Update 

 
Again, I have many Veterans quilts that have been sandwiched and machine 
quilted and now need bindings. 
  
If anyone wants  to complete these Veterans Quilts,  especially  if you are 
bored and finished all your UFO’s, I would be happy to arrange for you to 
pick up at my home in Arlington.  I could leave items in a sealed bag at my 
garage door.  I have done this for one person already. 
  
However, when you finish the bindings on quilts, you would be holding on to them until such time we are able to 
gather together.  There is no way to distribute them to The Veterans at this time.  I apologize, but I am not 
venturing out.   John and I are healthy and are not infected and we want to stay that way.   I certainly 
understand if you want to stay safe and healthy as well.  
  
Thank you for your continued support.  Let’s hope and pray we can all get over this soon and get back to our 
normal lives. 
  
RoseMary 
  

 PROGRAMS 2020 
 

Our April speaker, Donna Morales of Aurifil thread, would be happy to reschedule her presentation.  Once we 
are back up and running, I will get her on the schedule again. 
 
Our schedule speaker for the May meeting is Pamela Weeks, curator of the New England Quilt Museum. Pam is 
a quilter, quilt historian and author. She will be presenting her lecture "New England Quilts and the Stories They 
Tell" 
 

 

 
 

Sunshine Lady 

 
I am happy to send out cards and well wishes all year long, You can contact me by phone 978-578-
5550, text (same number) or email: joannebrbr@aol.com .  

 

  NPQ Program Schedule 2019-2020   

Month Program Vendor 

April 08, 2020 Meeting Cancelled  

May 13, 2020 Pamela Weeks NEQM  TBD  

June 10, 2020 Year End Social None 

tel:978-578-5550
tel:978-578-5550
mailto:joannebrbr@aol.com


   

 

 
MASKS 

Hello fellow quilters and sewers, at this time I would like everyone to help our family, friends, nurses, and others 
who are fighting the CoronaVirus so hard and trying desperately keeping us safe. 

 If you go on line there are a lot of u-
tube video’s out there on how to 
make surgical masks. 

The one site that I thought was the 
easiest and very good, was Missouri 
Star Quilting with Jenny Doan. 

There are several out there just find 
the one that works for you the best. 

Try to get them to a hospital or some 
other places that are accepting them 
are, nursing homes, Hospice Centers, 
Senior Centers, and Fire Fighters 
also. 

 I know that we all have stashes of 
fabric so let’s dig deep and make 
some of these easy masks. The 
Fabric Corner in Arlington, has 
elastic, you can order on line and 
due curb side picking up, also, 
JoAnn’s Fabric also is doing curb side 
pick-up. The other thing is if you can 
find them Dollar Store head bands or 
hair ties that are made of elastic, 
although, I do not know what they 
have in stock. 

I have made several masks and have 
passed them along to my family and 
every time I know go out I am 
wearing one also. 

 Good luck and have fun making masks! 

Thanks 

Laurie 

 
 



   

 

Important Miscellaneous Information 

 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: Please send all updates and informational notes to Susan Holsing, our 
Newsletter Coordinator, by the 25th of the month to appear in the following month’s Newsletter: 
NPQNews@gmail.com  
 

THE SUNSHINE LADY: Please let the Sunshine lady know of members who need some 
sunshine in their life. Please e-mail: joannebrbr@aol.com I appreciate your input. Thank 
you, Joanne Barber (978)922-5123  
GUEST FEES: Please be reminded that North Parish Quilt Guild has a guest fee policy-- all 

guests pay a $5.00 fee for all meetings.  We would appreciate members observing this policy. Thank 
you.  
 
PARKING: Please note that we will be reserving the first two spaces in the parking lot for speakers and 
vendors.  
 
SUGGESTION BOX: A penny for your thoughts. If you have an idea, then let us know. This is YOUR guild. 
What would you like to see and do? There will be a box at the back of the hall where the check in table 
is located. Please put your ideas and comments in the box. We will read them and discuss them at the 
next board meeting. Thank you. 
 
FREE TABLE: Don’t forget to check out the free table at the back of the room 
before and after the meetings. Anything quilt related is welcome – please feel 
free to “put and take”.  This is a great way to recycle magazines, notions and 
unwanted fabric. Scraps are also welcomed. To be fair to all members please 
limit your taking to 2 or 3 items until the end of the meeting.  If you bring in 
anything and it is still there at the end of the night please take it home.  
 
THE GUILD WEBSITE:  Please visit the guild’s website and sign up to receive an e-mail when anything, 
including this newsletter, is posted to the site. See Susan Holsing if you would like help subscribing to 
the website.  http://northparishquilters.wordpress.com/ 
 
SNOW CANCELLATION POLICY:  In the event that North Reading Schools are canceled on the day of a 
North Parish Guild Meeting, then the guild meeting is also canceled.  However, if snow conditions 
become severe through the day, members will be notified by email by 3:00 pm on the day of the 
meeting. We ask that everyone assist with notifying our members of a cancellation.   Members without 
email should contact another North Parish Guild Member.  Thank you. 

 
UPCOMING MEETING:  May 13, 2020 ??? 

NEXT MEETING: - June 10, 2020  ?? 
 

REMEMBER TO BRING TO THE MEMBERSHIP MEETING:  
 Name Tag – Charity Items – Show and Tell  

http://northparishquilters.wordpress.com/

