
  
 

 

 
 
 
 

Presidents' Note December 2017 
 
 
  
Hello everyone, 
 
Can you believe the holiday season is already here?  I don't know about you, but I'm not ready.  RoseMary and I 
are looking forward to our annual Holiday Dinner/Tea. 
 
Don't forget your teapot and favorite teacup. 
 
Also, a reminder that January is Charity night and we will have lots going on for everyone to participate in. 
 
See you December 12th 
 
RoseMary Koch and Dawn Decosta 
Co-Presidents  
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Board Meeting  

There will be a Board Meeting, Monday January 22, 2018 at 6 pm at Mary Rose’s Quilts and Treasures in 
Reading.  All members are invited to attend.   

 

Openings 2017-2018 

There are still job openings for this year.   

If you can help in any way, please speak with RoseMary Koch, Dawn Decosta, Pat Atkins, Joanne 
Barber or any other board member.  

 

Board Members for 2017 – 2018 

Co-Presidents RoseMary Koch and Dawn Decosta 

Vice President VACANT 

Treasurer Pat Atkins 

Secretary Joanne Barber 

Events Coordinator 2017 - 2018 Dawn Sampson and Christine Brungardt 

Events Coordinator 2018 - 2019 VACANT 

Web Master/Newsletter Coordinator Susan Holsing  

Membership Coordinator Joanne Barber 

Refreshment Coordinators Linda Rose 

Greeters and Attendance Takers Betty Atkins and Jan Funai 

Mystery Quilt Linda Jeffrey 

Sunshine Coordinator Joanne Barber 

Raffle Basket Coordinator The Rafflettes 

New Member Mentor Deb Cioffi 

Auction/Sale 2017-2018 Pat Atkins, Susan Holsing 

Fundraiser 2018-2019 VACANT 

Volunteer Appreciation Committee Gail Russell  

Charity Coordinators Marcia DeBrigard  

Yawkey Family Inn Charity Oversight RoseMary Koch 

Dog Beds Janice Caporella 

Holiday Tea Coordinator Laurie Thies 

Ice Cream Social Coordinator Laurie Thies  
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Holiday Tea Reminder 

For our annual Holiday Tea this year the guild is going to have our gala event catered.  There 
will be an assortment of hot foods for your dining pleasure and of course a wonderful 
arrangement of delicious desserts.  You will just need to bring your favorite teacup and of 
course someone at the table should also bring their favorite 
teapot.   
 

A quick reminder that the meeting will start at 6:00 pm and remember this is going to be a fun evening with 
friends and fellow quilters celebrating the Holidays.   We would love you to show off your 
favorite Holiday Quilt for our show and tell enjoyment.  
 
Do not forget to bring some extra cash with you that night because we will have a few of our 
guild members vending for the night, Bev Hinckley, Nina Cheever and Margaret Russell.   Of 
course let’s not forget about our Raffle Baskets.   Remember this is the time to purchase any 
last minute gifts you may have forgotten.   
If you would like to help out some homeless people this year, please donate hats, mittens, scarfs, socks, any 
items that they might like.  We will be donating these items to the Bread of Life in Malden, Ma.   

 
This is the guild’s way of saying “Thank you” for all that you do, so come and enjoy the fun and 
festivities of the night.  It surely will be a lot of laughs.  Hope to see you there.  
 
Special Thanks to the Snowflake Wonders:  
I just wanted to say “Thank You” for all the help that was received this year to make our 
Snowflake Wonder a festive event.  The following members went above and beyond the call of 

duty: Irene, Joan, Patrice, Ellen, Joyce, Linda, Gail, Denise, Cathy, Carol Ann, Bev, Laurie.  
 

Take it to Go Sale and Auction 

Remember the date - May 9, 2018. We hope members are working hard on items you may need when traveling, 
going on a retreat or something fun for kids.   We look forward any ideas members may have, so please feel free 
to share as well.   

We are accepting items for sale and auction.  We are also accepting new sewing notions, for example: rotary 
cutters, small rulers, small cutting mats, or travel lights.  If you have items ready to donate, please bring in.  
Thank you to members who have already donated.   

Pat Atkins and Susan Holsing, Auction Coordinators 

Mystery Quilt 
 

Hope all is going well with the mystery quilt sewing.  This month we will bring in another 
suspect and accomplices and will meet Suspect BB Stormy.   
 
See you soon,  
Linda Jeffrey, The Caped Crusader  
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Refreshments 

Thanks to all who volunteered to bring in food for the November Refreshment Table.  I will be looking for 5 
people to bring a food item for the January 10th meeting.  
 
Please Call or Email Linda Rose at: 
Home: 781 - 665 - 2663  
Email: lrose5454@gmail.com 
 
Thanks so much!! 
Linda Rose 
Refreshment Committee  

Membership 2017-2018 

There are 78 current members of North Parish, including 7 new members and 2 returning members. Twentyfour 
of last year’s members have not renewed membership this year. Those members will receive emails with a 
request to renew or to let us know that they do not plan to renew this year and will be required to pay the guest 
fee.   
Membership List will be available at the December meeting. 
 
Joanne Barber 
Membership Coordinator 

Notes from November 2017 Meeting 

• President Rosemary Koch opened the meeting and thanked members for their donations to the auction. 
Sue Holsing and Pat Atkins will continue to collect items.  

• The January meeting will be our charity night. Deb Cioffi will demonstrate how to make puzzle quilts of 
mismatched blocks, and Marcia deBrigard and Rosemary will have kits available to make.  

• Linda Jeffrey showed the group the most recent step in the mystery quilt. She noted that extra material 
was included in the directions to allow for mistakes. 

• The holiday party will be organized by Laurie Thies and her committee. There will be vending by 
members. Collected warm winter items will be given to the Bread of Life charity. 

• The evening’s speaker was Jackie Paton, a fabric designer. She shared her journey as a designer at Red 
Rooster and P and B fabric companies. 

Hole in the Wall Charity Update 

Thanksgiving what a great time, eating everything, fell into a food coma.  Better now and ready for all the other 
gatherings to eat, eat and sleep in December.  In January, we will have sooooo many kits, hand work, etc.   

Want to thank you all for sewing work to have made so many quilts so far. 

Ho Ho Ho 

Marcia 

tel:(781)%20665-2663
mailto:lrose5454@gmail.com
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Yawkey Family Inn News 
 

 Again, more thanks to all who contributed last month to Yawkee Way home in the way of pillowcases 
and quilts.    At the December meeting I will have more pillowcase kits and quilt kits for distribution.   I also have 
several smaller quilts that have been sandwiched and are ready to machine quilt – these are small enough for 
home machines (approximately 36” X 40”).   It would be greatly appreciated if you could take one home and 
machine quilt them.  I will have the batting and backing along with the top ready to go.     Thanks for considering 
to take one of these home. 
  
RoseMary 

Veterans' Quilts 

 
A big thanks to the six of you who assembled the veterans quilts from kits given out in September and turned 
them in at the October meeting.  They will be going out for machine quilting soon and hopefully will come back 
early in 2018 so we can bind them and then turn them over to the Legion Post per Lenny Poirier for delivery to 
veterans. 
  
I have 10 more veterans quilt kits ready for you to take home from the December meeting.   Please stop by to 
see me before the meeting gets underway to pick one up. 
  
RoseMary    

Programs 

 We look forward to our speakers coming this spring.  Starting in February with Pat Delaney who owns Crabtree 
Lane Quilt Studio in Abington, MA. She is an artist with many awards to her name. She has been featured in 
magazines, has shown her quilts at quilt shows & festivals all over the country.  She has a website:  
 www.crabtreelane.com 

March brings us Valerie Morton of Quilts & Treasures, Inc. in E. Longmeadow, MA.  Valerie will speak with us 
about the many ways to use panels in our quilts.  More information can be found at: 
www.quiltsandtreasures.com 

April, we will have Amy Friend, a quilter and an author, will be speaking to us about paper piecing and fussy 
cutting. These are the topics of her books which she will have for sale.  Be sure to check out her website:  
Duringquiettime.com 

All three of these fabulous women will be vending their products so we have something to look forward to! 

Mentoring New Members 
 

If you see someone with a black multi-color metallic bag, please say hello, make them feel welcome, make a 
new friend.   If you would like to help in greeting and caring for new members, please contact me 
at dcsews@yahoo.com, text me at 617-828-9144 or see me at any guild meeting.   
 
Debbie Cioffi 

 
 

http://www.crabtreelane.com/
http://www.quiltsandtreasures.com/
http://duringquiettime.com/
mailto:dcsews@yahoo.com
tel:617-828-9144


6 

Free Table 
 

Since we only have three member vendors at our Holiday Tea, we will have room for the free table.  Several 
have emailed and asked if there will be a free table in December.   So, YES – There will be a table for free items 
at the December Meeting.    As you are cleaning out your sewing areas, remember our free table and bring what 
you cannot use any more and let someone else find treasures in your castaways.  As always, check the table at 
the end of the night and if you brought items and they are still there, please take them home – or they will be 
thrown out.  Thank you. 

 
Important Miscellaneous Information 

 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: Please send all updates and informational notes to Susan Holsing, our Newsletter 
Coordinator, by the 25th of the month to appear in the following month’s Newsletter: NPQNews@gmail.com  
 

THE SUNSHINE LADY: Please let the Sunshine lady know of members who need some sunshine in 
their life. Please e-mail: joannebrbr@aol.com I appreciate your input. Thank you, Joanne Barber 
(978)922-5123  
  

GUEST FEES: Please be reminded that North Parish Quilt Guild has a guest fee policy-- all guests pay a $3.00 fee 
for all meetings except when there is a Guest speaker -- then the guest fee is $5.00. We would appreciate 
members observing this policy. Thank you.  
 
PARKING: Please note that we will be reserving the first two spaces in the parking lot for speakers and vendors.  
 
SUGGESTION BOX: A penny for your thoughts. If you have an idea, then let us know. This is YOUR guild. What 
would you like to see and do? There will be a box at the back of the hall where the check in table is located. 
Please put your ideas and comments in the box. We will read them and discuss them at the next board meeting. 
Thank you. 
 
FREE TABLE: Don’t forget to check out the free table at the back of the room before and after the 
meetings. Anything quilt related is welcome – please feel free to “put and take”.  This is a great 
way to recycle magazines, notions and unwanted fabric. Scraps are also welcomed. To be fair to all 
members please limit your taking to 2 or 3 items until the end of the meeting.  If you bring in 
anything and it is still there at the end of the night please take it home.  
 
THE GUILD WEBSITE:  Please visit the guild’s website and sign up to receive an e-mail when anything, including 
this newsletter, is posted to the site. See Susan Holsing if you would like help subscribing to the website.  
http://northparishquilters.wordpress.com/ 
 
SNOW CANCELLATION POLICY:  In the event that North Reading Schools are canceled on the day of a North 
Parish Guild Meeting, then the guild meeting is also canceled.  However, if snow conditions become severe 
through the day, members will be notified by email by 3:00 pm on the day of the meeting. We ask that everyone 
assist with notifying our members of a cancellation.   Members without email should contact another North 
Parish Guild Member.  Thank you. 

 
REMEMBER TO BRING TO THE DECEMBER MEETING: 

 Tea Cup - Name Tag - Charity Items – Show and Tell  

http://northparishquilters.wordpress.com/

