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President’s Note March 2017 
 

Hello Fellow Quilters, 

Well, we hardy New Englanders have survived another New England winter and here we are in March.  
Only a couple of snowstorms, so we can’t complain too much (I hope I just did not jinx us for a March 
snowstorm).   The days are getting longer and we have been spoiled by the magnificent spring 
temperatures this past week.  Less than 3 weeks and spring will officially arrive.   

I have discovered that my quilting seems to have seasons, too.  I have transitioned from making 
darker quilts and quilts out of flannel to the bright spring colors.  Does anyone else notice seasonality 
to their projects? 

Looking forward to seeing everyone March 8 at our monthly meeting. 

Susan Holsing 

President 

 

 

 
 
 
SNOW CANCELLATION POLICY:  If North Reading Schools are canceled on the day of a North Parish Guild 
Meeting, then the guild meeting is also canceled.  However, if snow conditions become severe through the day, 
members will be notified by email by 3:00 pm on the day of the meeting.  We ask that everyone assist with 
notifying our members of a cancellation.   Members without email should contact another North Parish Guild 
Member.  Thank you. 
 

THE QUARTER INCH PRESS      
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March 2017 
 

North Parish Quilters, Union Congregational Church, 148 Haverhill Street, North Reading, MA 01864 
We meet on the second Wednesday of the month Sept- June. Doors open at 6pm & the meeting starts at 7pm.	
		 ©	North	Parish	Quilters 
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Board Members for 2016 – 2017 

President Susan Holsing 
Vice President OPEN 
Treasurer Pat Atkins 
Secretary Joanne Barber 
Membership Coordinator Joanne Barber 
Events Coordinators 2016 - 2017 Dawn Sampson and Christine Brungardt 
Events Coordinator 2017 - 2018 Dawn Sampson and Christine Brungardt 
Web Master/Newsletter Coordinator Patrice Denault  
Refreshment Coordinator Linda Rose 
Greeters and Attendance Takers Betty Atkins and Jan Funai 
Sunshine Coordinator Joanne Barber 
Fat Quarter Raffle Coordinator Joanne Barber 
Raffle Basket Coordinator Irene Donovan 
Charity Coordinators Marcia deBrigard and Pat Winter 
Quilt Show Committee Coordinators Susan Holsing and Pat Atkins 
Mystery Quilt Linda Jeffrey 
Yawkey Family Inn Charity Oversight RoseMary Koch 
Holiday Tea Coordinator Laurie Thies 
Ice Cream Social Coordinator Laurie Thies  

Board Openings 2016-2017 

Thank you to those who have recently volunteered to help out.  We are still looking for individuals to 
step forward for Vice President – assist the President in a variety of ways.  Learn the ropes so that you 
can assume the post of President for the 2017-2018 year.  If you are interested, please speak with 
Susan Holsing, Pat Atkins, Joanne Barber or any other board. 

Animal Shelter Pillow Guidelines 

Since I am currently not able to do cutting it would be a great help if you cut your 
scraps into 2” pieces, including the batting.  Long strips must also be cut because 
they ball up when laundered.  If you want to make your own pillow bags the Cat 
pillows are 14” square and the Dog pillows are 14” square up to Fat Quarter size.  

I will also have bags ready to be filled at each meeting.  I will take any unwanted fabric including 
cotton, poly and decorator fabric and use it to sew bags.  I can also use old towels. 
 
I will deliver all of the completed pillows to the shelter.    I am very grateful for the guild’s response as 
the need is great.  Also, reusing and recycling our scraps is good for the environment.   

Thank you, Janice Caporrella 
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Hole in the Wall Charity Update 

We’ve been so lucky to have had a preview of the spring that is just around the corner but that means 
June will soon be here.  The Campers are surely anxiously anticipating their trip to camp this summer.  
We are so fortunate to create quilts and pillowcases for them to receive and take home as a 
wonderful reminder of their camp experience.  So please keep donating 12 1/2” square in a square 
Charity blocks, quilt tops, completed quilts and pillowcases, etc.  We would appreciate quilt sizes to 
be 50” x  60” or larger.  And when choosing colors and fabric, keep in mind the camp kids are 7 to 15 
years old with serious illnesses, so age appropriate bright and happy is gooood !!!   
 
The Hole in Wall Gang table always has various kits or projects available for members to do 
depending on your time and interest.  If you take or previously took something please return as 
quickly as possible so we have everything we need to complete the quilt.   If you need batting for 
your camp quilt, please let Marcia know the size needed. 
 
Happy St. Patrick’s Day,  
Marcia deBrigard and Pat Winter 

 
 

Yawkey Family Inn News 

Yawkey Family Inn thanks North Parish Quilters for all their support of quilts and pillowcases for the 
children and families.  I also am very thankful for the members of our quilt guild for all their support. 

At the March meeting I will have pillowcase kits to pass out and have a lot of quilts that need binding.   
The binding is also included with the quilt and all you have to do is sew it on – and by machine is just 
fine.   I encourage you to please take one of the pillowcase kits or a quilt to bind – it does not take 
much time to do one or the other and this is for a very good cause.  We have so much to be thankful 
for and there are so many children in need everywhere – we cannot save the world, but every little bit 
helps and the kindness we do puts a smile on a child’s face, and really tells them that someone is 
thinking of them.   

 If you have a quilt you have made and are going to machine quilt it and you need batting, please call 
me ahead of time and I will bring it to the next meeting.  I expect that there will be more quilts to 
machine quilt and if you are interested, let me know.  Most of the quilts are smaller than a twin size 
and are easy to quilt on a home machine.  Much Thanks and see you in March.   
 
Again, my sincerest thanks to you all.  RoseMary Koch 
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Program for March 2017 

At our March meeting we will welcome a textile and mixed media artist, Janis Doucette of 
Turtlemoon Impressions. Her work has been exhibited all over including shows at the Lowell Quilt 
Festival, the Festival of Quilts in the United Kingdom, shows in Australia and the National Quilt 
Museum in Paducah, Kentucky.  
 
She works with many mediums and will be talking to us about her varied artmaking - quilts, 
printmaking, textile collages and her hand dyed fabric will be some of the subjects. 
 
Janis is a talented and creative artist and I am sure she will be sending us all home dying to try out 
something new!  If you would like to see some of Janis's work check out her website: 
https://turtlemoonimpressions.wordpress.com/eco-dyed-and-printed-textile-collages/ 
 
 

Fat Quarter Raffle 

The Fat Quarter Raffle is a fun way to build up your stash.  It is simple and easy.  You do not even 
have to go to the store to buy a fat quarter.  You can make your own from left overs or from your 
stash.  For each fat quarter you bring in, you will receive one ticket (a maximum of 3 tickets per 
person).  If your number is drawn, you receive all the fat quarters that were brought in that month.   

March’s Fat Quarter Raffle theme is “Juvenile”.  
 
 

Month Theme 
March Juvenile 
April Batiks 
May Food 
June Stars or Stripes 

 
 
How to make a Fat Quarter:  A Fat Quarter measures 18” x 21” (approximately).  Since a fat quarter is 
18” wide, you can use a ½ yard of fabric from your yardage.  Typical fabric width is 42” – 44” wide.  
Cut the width of your fabric in half.  So, your ½ yard of fabric will yield two fat quarters.  Please use 
good quality fabrics.  
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Mystery Quilt 
 
We have finally made it to the last clue for the mystery quilt!  This month you will 
receive the "It is Now Later" clue set which will conclude the sewing of the clues 
we put back into the baggies until later.  After sewing these clues, you will have 
all the suspects.  Then, in the next two months, April and May, you will be 
bringing the suspects in for questioning to sew the blocks and sashing to finish 
the quilt top. 
 
See you soon, The Caped Crusader 
 

Quilting Trips 

Quilters Connection will be sponsoring a bus trip to the Vermont Quilt Festival on Saturday, June 24.  
Details of the trip will be at the meeting in March.   This trip is open to anyone and everyone.  First 
come first reserve.   Your check holds your space on the bus.    Let RoseMary Koch know if you are 
seriously interested and sign up early – don’t miss out like many did last year.  

Houston International Quilt Show News!!  RoseMary Koch is organizing a group to go to the Houston 
International Quilt Show in November 1-5, 2017.  If you are interested, sign up on the clipboard at the 
meeting in March and she will email you the details.  It is a wonderful event and there are already 16 
people signed up and confirmed to go. 

Quilting Event 

An extraordinary quilt exhibit is going up at Mother Brook Arts and Community Center (MBACC) 
March 6-April 30.  It showcases the work of 10 quilters, including several notable and recognizable 
artists, and highlights an incredible range of techniques and approaches to the work. 

Please join us for our Artist Reception on Sunday, March 26 from 4-5:30.  Our studio and gallery 
building is just outside of Dedham Square.  Gallery admission, the opening and (plenty of) parking are 
all free and open to the public. 

Etiquette Reminder 

Please be courteous of your fellow guild members and our guest speakers by keeping conversations 
to a minimum during the business portion of the meeting and of course when our guest speakers are 
speaking to the guild.   

If you find you need to have a conversation, please take the conversation to the entrance way, or hold 
the conversation until after the presentations.   
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Important Miscellaneous Information 
 

REMEMBER TO BRING TO THE MEETING: 
 Name Tag - Finished Charity Items - Fat Quarters for Raffle - Show and Tell - Money for Raffle 

 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: Please send all updates and informational notes to Patrice Denault, our 
Newsletter Coordinator, by the 25th of the month to appear in the following month’s Newsletter: 
NPQNews@gmail.com  
 
THE SUNSHINE LADY: Please let the Sunshine lady know of members who need some 
sunshine in their life. Please e-mail: joannebrbr@aol.com I appreciate your input. Thank 
you, Joanne Barber (978) 922-5123  
  
GUEST FEES: Please be reminded that North Parish Quilt Guild has a guest fee policy-- all guests pay 
a $3.00 fee for all meetings except when there is a Guest speaker -- then the guest fee is $5.00. We 
would appreciate members observing this policy. Thank you.  
 
PARKING: Please note that we will be reserving the first two spaces in the parking lot for speakers 
and vendors.  
 
SUGGESTION BOX: A penny for your thoughts. If you have an idea, then let us know. This is YOUR 
guild. What would you like to see and do? There will be a box at the back of the hall where the check 
in table is located. Please put your ideas and comments in the box. We will read them and discuss 
them at the next board meeting. Thank you. 
 
FREE TABLE: Don’t forget to check out the free table at the back of the room before and after the 
meetings. Anything quilt related is welcome – please feel free to “put and take”.  This is a great way 
to recycle magazines, notions and unwanted fabric. Scraps are also welcomed.  

 
To be fair to all members please limit your taking to 2 or 3 items until the end of the meeting.  If 
you bring in anything and it is still there at the end of the night please take it home.  

 
THE GUILD WEBSITE:  Please visit the guild’s website and sign up to receive an e-mail when anything, 
including this newsletter, is posted to the site. See Patrice Denault if you would like help subscribing 
to the website.  http://northparishquilters.wordpress.com/ 
 
 


