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President’s Note November 2016 

Hello Fellow Quilters, 

I must apologize for missing the October meeting, but at the last minute work obligations got in the 
way.  From all the feedback I have heard, it was a great meeting and Barbara Barber was a hit.  I 
understand she had the guild in "stitches" (oops, bad pun).  I am sorry I missed the meeting.   

I must thank some members for stepping forward in my absence.  A shout out goes to Ellen 
O'Sullivan for opening the hall and to Dawn Sampson and Christine Brungardt for closing up.  Also, 
thanks to all who brought refreshments and for Joan Legor for making sure everything was cleaned 
up.  Of course, a huge thank you to Gail Russell for getting the meeting started and Antoinette Evans 
for hosting.  We are truly a guild that in a pinch helps one another and that warms my heart. 

Looking forward to seeing everyone on November 9th. 

Susan Holsing 
President 

Board Meeting Minutes 

The board met on Tuesday October 19th at Quilters Common.  The discussion revolved around the 
proposed Quilt Show.  After a discussion and input from members in attendance it was decided that 
there was not enough time to put a show together for the spring of 2017.  The board is looking at a 
September 2017 date for the Quilt Show.   

With the show's date moved to September 2017, Pat Atkins and Susan Holsing stepped forward to 
chair the show. Several ideas were suggested for the show.  Vendors will be invited.  There is hope 
for a boutique, a Chinese auction and a quilt challenge.  Several members have already expressed 
interest in chairing various parts of the show.     
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Board Members for 2016 – 2017 

President Susan Holsing 
Vice President OPEN 
Treasurer Pat Atkins 
Secretary Joanne Barber 
Membership Coordinator Joanne Barber 
Events Coordinators 2016 - 2017 Dawn Sampson and Christine Brungardt 
Events Coordinator 2017 - 2018 OPEN 
Web Master/Newsletter Coordinator Patrice Denault  
Refreshment Coordinator Linda Rose 
Greeters and Attendance Takers Betty Atkins and Jan Funai 
Sunshine Coordinator Joanne Barber 
Fat Quarter Raffle Coordinator Joanne Barber 
Raffle Basket Coordinator Irene Donovan 
Charity Coordinator Marcia deBrigard  
Quilt Show Committee Coordinators Susan Holsing and Pat Atkins 
Mystery Quilt Linda Jeffrey 
Yawkey Family Inn Charity Oversight RoseMary Koch 
Holiday Tea Coordinator Laurie Thies 
Ice Cream Social Coordinator Laurie Thies  

Board Openings 2016-2017 

Thank you to those who have recently volunteered to help out.  We are still looking for individuals to 
step forward for the following open Board positions.  

Vice President – assist the President in a variety of ways.  Learn the ropes so that you can assume the 
post of President for the 2017-2018 year. 

Program Coordinator 2017-2018 – Arrange speakers and vendors for the 2017 – 2018 season.  Learn 
the ropes by shadowing the 2016-2017 coordinators.   

Without volunteers, many of our fun activities will cease, so if you can help in any way, please speak 
with Susan Holsing, Pat Atkins, Joanne Barber or any other board member if you are interested in 
helping out.   

Hole in the Wall Charity Update 

Oh my gosh, your response in helping this group is overwhelming.  All the blocks, cases and 
everything thing we had to make up or finish up the camp quilts all went home with you.  Please bring 
back asap to get them ready for the next step. We will have many more kits and other items to sew 
up in November. 
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The block is the same as it has been, "block with in a block".  It measures 12.5” square  
and any color will do.  Fabric choices should be for children of age 7 thru 15 yrs old.  
Directions are available on our website:  
https://northparishquilters.files.wordpress.com/2014/09/square-in-a-square.pdf 
 
Quilt sizes are anything 50” x 50” to 65” x 75”.  Batting is also available and also quilting 
of the quilts. Donations of fabric is always needed --- something fun and bright.   
 
We  thank you for your time and talent. 

 
Happy Thanksgiving 
Marcia deBrigard  
Q's 781.944.4235 
 

Animal Shelter Pillow Guidelines 

Since I am currently not able to do cutting it would be a great help if you cut your 
scraps into 2” pieces, including the batting.  Long strips must also be cut because 
they ball up when laundered.  If you want to make your own pillow bags the Cat 
pillows are 14” square and the Dog pillows are 14” square up to Fat Quarter size.  I 
will also have bags ready to be filled at each meeting.  I will take any unwanted fabric including 
cotton, poly and decorator fabric and use it to sew bags.  I can also use old towels. 
 
I will deliver all of the completed pillows to the shelter.    I am very grateful for the guild’s response as 
the need is great.  Also, reusing and recycling our scraps is good for the environment.   

Thank you, Janice Caporrella 

Yawkey Family Inn News 
 

Hello everyone. Thank you for your contributions to this charity.  Please bring all 
completed items to the meeting. I will continue to have kits available to take home at 
each meeting and I hope some of you would please either taking a quilt kit or even 
one pillowcase kit.   It would be greatly appreciated.  If you need batting for a quilt, 

call me prior to the meeting and give me the measurements and I will bring the batting for your quilt.    
 
Remember, Yawkey Family Inn will take quilts any size from 24″ square up to king.  They support 
babies from 3 months up to 18 years and also support families who meet their standards of poverty 
level.  Your donations are much appreciated, and if you have any questions, please feel free to call me 
at 781-646-1293. 
 
Thank you, RoseMary 
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Program for November and other Program News 
 
November’s speaker is Alison Dea Bolt.  Alison is a freelance writer – a quilting humorist. 
She had a column for years in Quilter’s Newsletter as well as articles for Keepsake Quilting. 
Come, bring a friend, sit back and enjoy a good laugh with friends. 
 
At the May meeting we would like to introduce a demo night where we can learn new techniques, 
tools or products.  We are asking for volunteers to demonstrate so we can set up several different 
tables offering something to spark our creative interests. 
 
We are thinking about a local quilting weekend. Please think about whether this is an event that 
would interest you. Our thoughts are to find a place where we can sew, maybe setting up Friday 
night, sewing through the weekend but going home at night, leaving our machines and everything at 
the facility.  Any suggestions or questions are welcome. 
  
Program Co-chairs Christine Brungardt and Dawn Sampson 
 

Fat Quarter Raffle 
 
The Fat quarter Raffle is a fun way to build up your stash.  It is simple and easy.  You do not even have 
to go to the store to buy a fat quarter.  You can make your own from left overs or from your stash.  
For each fat quarter you bring in, you will receive one ticket (a maximum of 3 tickets per person).  If 
your number is drawn, you receive all the fat quarters that were brought in for trade that month.   
 
November’s Fat Quarter Raffle theme is “Red, White and Blue”.  
 

Month Theme 
November Red, White and Blue 
December Polka Dots 
January Bright Colors 
February Pinks or Reds 
March Juvenile 
April Batiks 
May Food 
June Stars or Stripes 

 
 
How to make a Fat Quarter:  A Fat Quarter measures 18” x 21” (approximately).  Since a fat quarter is 
18” wide, you can use a ½ yard of fabric from your yardage.  Typical fabric width is 42” – 44” wide.  
Cut the width of your fabric in half.  So, your ½ yard of fabric will yield two fat quarters.  Please use 
good quality fabrics.   
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Mystery Quilt  
 

 
The mystery quilt has started.  I hope all who signed up are stitching 
away!  Clue #3 will be given out at November's meeting.   
 
Linda Jeffrey, a.k.a. "the caped crusader" 

 
 

Notes from the October 12 Meeting 
 
There are currently 86 members, including 11 new and returning members.   
 
Marcia deBrigard thanked members for blocks made and other contributions for Hole in the Wall 
quilts.  She is looking for contributions of fabric for the quilts suitable for children ages 7 – 15.  
 
Linda Jeffrey distributed the first 2 “clues” for a new Mystery quilt.  Janice Caporrella suggested 
making blocks for Quilts of Valor by sewing strips on a foundation.  If anyone is interested, please let 
Janice know, and detailed directions can be included in the next newsletter.  
 
The members voted to have a Quilt Show as our major fundraiser for the year.  Volunteers are needed 
to help with the Quilt Show, which will be held in late March.  The membership voted for ice cream 
sundaes at the Ice Cream Social in June.  
 
Show and Tell included many items made by our membership, including quilts for Yawkey Family Inn 
and the Hole in the Wall Camp. 
 
The evening’s speaker was Barbara Barber who showed many quilts including a Statue of Liberty quilt 
and a Bra quilt. She entertained the group with humorous anecdotes about her quilts. 
 
Joanne Barber, Secretary 
 

Vendors for December Party 
 
Calling all vendors, the season is approaching fast!  If you would like to sell some of your wares at the 
December Winter Wonderland please see Laurie Thies. There are limited tables. 
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Important Miscellaneous Information 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: Please send all updates and informational notes to Patrice Denault, our 
Newsletter Coordinator, by the 25th of the month to appear in the following month’s Newsletter: 
NPQNews@gmail.com  
 

THE SUNSHINE LADY: Please let the Sunshine lady know of members who need some 
sunshine in their life. Please e-mail: joannebrbr@aol.com I appreciate your input. Thank 
you, Joanne Barber (978) 922-5123  
  

GUEST FEES: Please be reminded that North Parish Quilt Guild has a guest fee policy-- all guests pay 
a $3.00 fee for all meetings except when there is a Guest speaker -- then the guest fee is $5.00. We 
would appreciate members observing this policy. Thank you.  
 
PARKING: Please note that we will be reserving the first two spaces in the parking lot for speakers 
and vendors.  
 
SUGGESTION BOX: A penny for your thoughts. If you have an idea, then let us know. This is YOUR 
guild. What would you like to see and do? There will be a box at the back of the hall where the check 
in table is located. Please put your ideas and comments in the box. We will read them and discuss 
them at the next board meeting. Thank you. 
 
FREE TABLE: Don’t forget to check out the free table at the back of the room before and 
after the meetings. Anything quilt related is welcome – please feel free to “put and 
take”.  This is a great way to recycle magazines, notions and unwanted fabric. Scraps are 
also welcomed. To be fair to all members please limit your taking to 2 or 3 items until the 
end of the meeting.  If you bring in anything and it is still there at the end of the night 
please take it home.  
 
THE GUILD WEBSITE:  Please visit the guild’s website and sign up to receive an e-mail when anything, 
including this newsletter, is posted to the site. See Patrice Denault if you would like help subscribing 
to the website.  http://northparishquilters.wordpress.com/ 
 
SNOW CANCELLATION POLICY:  In the event that North Reading Schools are canceled on the day 
of a North Parish Guild Meeting, then the guild meeting is also canceled.  However, if snow 
conditions become severe through the day, members will be notified by email by 3:00 pm on the day 
of the meeting. We ask that everyone assist with notifying our members of a cancellation.   Members 
without email should contact another North Parish Guild Member.  Thank you. 
 

REMEMBER TO BRING TO THE NOVEMBER MEETING: 
 Name Tag - Finished Charity Items – Show and Tell - Fat Quarters for the Raffle 


