
  
 

 
President’s Note September 2016 

Hello Fellow Quilters, 
 
Welcome, to all new and returning members!  The summer months have been spent planning for a 
great and wonderful 2016-2017 year.  
 
Throughout the years, the focus of North Parish Quilters has been on educating our members and 
guests, while having some fun too.  This year will be no different; we have a wonderful set of fun and 
informative programs, including a Trunk Show, a Quilt Humor Speaker and what are quilts without a 
touch of History.   
 
Our meeting structure will not change.  We will continue with our Show and Tell segment (I know it is 
one of my favorite parts of the meeting) and the Fat Quarter Raffle.  Of course, the Free Table will be 
available each month for giving and taking quilt related items.  If the guild wants to continue with the 
monthly Raffle Baskets, then someone will need to step forward to coordinate that activity.   
 
The Annual Charity Night will still take place in January. Please keep in mind you do not have to wait 
until January to take part in our charities each month, or whenever you have a spare moment.  Please 
take the time to make a block or assemble a quilt for the “Hole in the Wall Gang”, or contribute your 
talents toward “Yawkey Family Inn”.  It feels so good to help others and I know each one of us helps 
another in some form.   
 
North Parish Quilters is a wonderful and diverse group with a common interest - quilting.   It doesn’t 
matter if you are “into” historical, traditional, modern quilts, or quilted items, it is the act of quilting 
that binds our guild and brings us together each month for an evening with friends and learning.  I am 
looking forward to a rewarding year of growing friendships, new discoveries and building on our past 
traditions.    
 
Susan Holsing 
President 
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Board Members for 2016 – 2017 

President Susan Holsing 
Vice President OPEN 
Treasurer Pat Atkins 
Secretary Joanne Barber 
Events Coordinator 2015 - 2016 Dawn Sampson and Christine Brungardt 
Events Coordinator 2016 - 2017 OPEN 
Web Master/Newsletter Coordinator Patrice Denault  
Membership Coordinator Joanne Barber 
Refreshment Coordinators OPEN 
Greeters and Attendance Takers Betty Atkins and Jan Funai 
Sunshine Coordinator Joanne Barber 
Fat Quarter Raffle Coordinator Joanne Barber 
Raffle Basket Coordinator OPEN 
Charity Coordinators Marcia DeBrigard and Pat Winter 
Yawkey Family Inn Charity Oversight RoseMary Koch 
Holiday Tea Coordinator Laurie Thies 
Ice Cream Social Coordinator Laurie Thies  

 
Board Openings 2016-2017 

There are several job openings for this year.  We are hoping individuals will step forward for these 
positions. 

Vice President – assist the President in a variety of ways.  Learn the ropes so that you can assume the 
post of President for the 2017-2018 year. 

Raffle Basket – Make Raffle baskets and coordinate the raffle each month.  The raffle is self-funding, 
so you use the proceeds from the month to purchase items for the next month’s raffle. 

Refreshments – Coordinate who is bringing refreshments and responsible for the clean-up of the 
kitchen area at the end of the meeting.   

Program Coordinator 2017-2018 – Arrange speakers and vendors for the 2017 – 2018 season.  Learn 
the ropes by shadowing the 2016-2017 coordinators.   

Without volunteers, many of our fun activities will cease, so if you can help in any way, please speak 
with Susan Holsing, Pat Atkins, Joanne Barber or any other board member if you are interested in 
helping out.   
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Membership 2016-2017 

If you haven’t already paid dues, please remember to bring them to the September meeting. 
Membership forms will be available at the meeting and are also available to print on our website.  

https://northparishquilters.files.wordpress.com/2016/08/membership-form-2016-17.pdf 
 
When completing your membership form please be sure to include any change of address, phone 
number or e-mail. 

$30.00 Regular Membership, $25.00 Senior Membership (over 60 years of age). $10.00 Junior 
Membership (under 18 years of age) 

You can pay by cash or check.  Please make checks payable to: North Parish Quilters.  If unable to 
attend the September meeting, you can mail your check to:  

Membership Coordinator  
North Parish Quilters  
P. O. Box 511  
North Reading, MA 01864 

Refreshments 

The September Meeting refreshments are courtesy of the Board Members.  For this tradition 
to continue each month a volunteer or two will be needed to coordinate with members.    

Hole in the Wall Charity Update 

We are looking forward to seeing your creative Hole in the Wall quilts this year.   Our 
charity block will be the same -- a square in a square -- very easy to make if you cut 4.5” 
strips.  For September the COLOR is BLUE.  Please make your charity blocks with BLUE 
on the inside or on the outside, and include a contrasting fabric in each block.  Be sure 
they measure 12.5” unfinished. See the web site or come by the table for instructions.    
 
https://northparishquilters.files.wordpress.com/2014/09/square-in-a-square.pdf 
 
You can stop by our table and pick up a kit or two.  One kit may be only a couple of 

blocks -- only a few stitches!  We always have something that needs doing.  And, we are also looking 
for fabric donations of 5” strips that we will use for quilt tops. 
 
If you are donating a quilt top or finished quilt anything 50” x 60” to 65” x 75” is fine for these quilts.  
Keep in mind that the kids at the camp are ages 7 to14.   Thank you, Marcia DeBrigard and Pat 
Winter 
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Yawkey Family Inn News 
 

Hello everyone. Please bring all completed items to the meeting. I appreciate everyone’s 
willingness to take kits home over the summer and make up the items, as well as 
assembling tops, binding quilts and machine quilting the quilts. 
 
I will continue to have kits available to take home at each meeting and I hope some of 
you would please either taking a quilt kit or even one pillowcase kit.   It would be greatly appreciated 
-- Thank you again.  If you need batting for a quilt, call me prior to the meeting and give me the 
measurements and I will bring the batting for your quilt.   Thank you, RoseMary 

 
Programs for 2016-2017 

 
We have a great year lined up for 2016-2017!  September starts off the year with our classic Welcome 
Back Night; a chance to reacquaint and show everyone what you’ve been working on all summer. 
 
In October, we have Barbara Barber.  I ran into her at a quilting getaway and I just love how funny, 
creative and inspiring she is.  Hopefully she’ll bring everything from Harry Potter to her Barbara as an 
angel quilts. 
 
Alison Bolt is our November speaker.  For those who haven’t seen her, she’s a riot.  
 
Our Holiday Tea is set for December.  There are new plans in the works and rumors of charity giving 
(no sewing required). 
 
January is our annual Charity Night where we get lots of sewing done on charity tops. 
 
In February we have a lecture and trunk show from Maureen of Cobblestone Quilts, Townsend, MA. 
 
March has Janis Doucette of Turtle Moon Impressions talking about art quilting, mixed media and 
fabric collage. 
 
Sue Reich will speak on the history of quilting and quilts during World War II in April and will be 
selling her books. 
 
May is still open. 
 
And in June, to wind up our year, is the ever-popular Ice Cream Social. 
 
Can’t wait to see everyone for another inspiring year!  Christine Brungardt & Dawn Sampson – 
Program Co-Chairs 
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Fat Quarter Raffle 
 
The Fat quarter Raffle is a fun way to build up your stash.  It is simple and easy.  You do not even have 
to go to the store to buy a fat quarter you can make your own from left overs or from your stash.  For 
each fat quarter you bring in, you will receive one ticket (a maximum of 3 tickets per person).  If your 
number is drawn, you receive all the fat quarters that were brought in for trade that month.   
 
September’s Fat Quarter Raffle theme is “Fall Fabrics”.  So bring in fat quarters with oranges, golds, 
leaves, or pumpkins and you could leave with an increase in your stash.   
 

Month Theme 
September Fall Fabrics 
October Tone on Tone 
November Red, White and Blue 
December Polka Dots 
January Bright Colors 
February Pinks or Reds 
March Juvenile 
April Batiks 
May Food 
June Stars or Stripes 

 
How to make a Fat Quarter: A Fat Quarter measures 18” x 21” (approximately).   You can purchase 
fat quarters at local quilt shops or you can make your own from extra yardage.  A fat quarter is 18” 
long, so you need ½ yard of fabric from your yardage.  Typical fabric width is 42” – 44” wide.  Cut the 
width of your fabric in half.  So your ½ yard of fabric will yield two fat quarters.  Please use good 
quality fabrics.   
 

Local Events 
 
September 17-18, 2016 (10-4 both days) 
Marathon Quilters Quilt Show 
Admission $5, $3 seniors, free under 12 
Cultural Arts Center 
98 Hayden Rowe St, Hopkinton, MA  
http://www.marathonquilters.com 
 
October 1-2, 2016 
Wayside Quilters 15th Quilt Show 
Lincoln-Sudbury Regional High School 
390 Lincoln Rd, Sudbury, MA  
www.waysidequilters.org/quilt-show-2016.html 
 

October 14-15, 2016 
Rising Star Quilters Annual Quilt Show 
St. Brigid Church 
1995 Massachusetts Ave, Lexington, MA  
www.risingstarquilters.org 
 
October 22-23, 2016 
Burlington Quilters' Guild Annual Show 
Middlesex Community College,  
Campus Center 
591 Springs Road, Bedford, MA 
http://www.burlingtonquiltersguild.org



Important Miscellaneous Information 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: Please send all updates and informational notes to Patrice Denault, our 
Newsletter Coordinators, by the 25th of the month to appear in the following month’s Newsletter: 
NPQNews@gmail.com  
 

THE SUNSHINE LADY: Please let the Sunshine lady know of members who need some 
sunshine in their life. Please e-mail: joannebrbr@aol.com I appreciate your input. Thank 
you, Joanne Barber (978)922-5123  
  

GUEST FEES: Please be reminded that North Parish Quilt Guild has a guest fee policy-- all guests pay 
a $3.00 fee for all meetings except when there is a Guest speaker -- then the guest fee is $5.00. We 
would appreciate members observing this policy. Thank you.  
 
PARKING: Please note that we will be reserving the first two spaces in the parking lot for speakers 
and vendors.  
 
SUGGESTION BOX: A penny for your thoughts. If you have an idea, then let us know. This is YOUR 
guild. What would you like to see and do? There will be a box at the back of the hall where the check 
in table is located. Please put your ideas and comments in the box. We will read them and discuss 
them at the next board meeting. Thank you. 
 
FREE TABLE: Don’t forget to check out the free table at the back of the room before and 
after the meetings. Anything quilt related is welcome – please feel free to “put and 
take”.  This is a great way to recycle magazines, notions and unwanted fabric. Scraps are 
also welcomed. To be fair to all members please limit your taking to 2 or 3 items until the 
end of the meeting.  If you bring in anything and it is still there at the end of the night 
please take it home.  
 
THE GUILD WEBSITE:  Please visit the guild’s website and sign up to receive an e-mail when anything, 
including this newsletter, is posted to the site. See Patrice Denault if you would like help subscribing 
to the website.  http://northparishquilters.wordpress.com/ 
 
SNOW CANCELLATION POLICY:  In the event that North Reading Schools are canceled on the day 
of a North Parish Guild Meeting, then the guild meeting is also canceled.  However, if snow 
conditions become severe through the day, members will be notified by email by 3:00 pm on the day 
of the meeting. We ask that everyone assist with notifying our members of a cancellation.   Members 
without email should contact another North Parish Guild Member.  Thank you. 
 

REMEMBER TO BRING TO THE SEPTEMBER MEETING: 
 Name Tag - Finished Charity Items – Show and Tell - Fat Quarters for the Raffle 


