
  
 

 
President’s Note June 2016 

Hello Fellow Quilters, 
 
I cannot believe an entire year has already passed by and what a year it was.  It takes many people to 
put together a successful guild.  One cannot do it by oneself. 
   
We were greeted each month by the happy faces of Betty Atkins, Jan Funai.  Thanks to Christine 
Brungardt who did a wonderful job coordinating our programs and introducing to us wonderful 
speakers.   We cannot forget to thank Ellie Casteel and Mary Wignal for coordinating refreshments 
and of course Dawn Sampson did an excellent job on the raffle baskets - I even won one this year!!! 
Pat Atkins kept our finances in order and Joanne Barber kept our membership straight.  I cannot 
forget to also thank Patrice Denault and Antoinette Evans who worked well together with getting our 
monthly newsletter out and updating our website. 
 
Charity is one of our lynchpins as a guild and Jean Osborn lead the charge along with Pat Winter 
collecting blocks and organizing the assembling of quilts for Hole in the Wall Gang and once again 
ran a very successful Charity Night in January.  RoseMary Koch also continues to accept quilt 
donations in various sizes and state of completeness for Yawkey Family Inn.   
 
We also had a successful auction in May, which could not have happened without the entire guild 
pulling together.  The donations of quilted and quilt related items were fantastic as each member 
pulled their own weight.  I have only heard good comments with regards to the auction.  I would also 
like to recognize our Vice President Kathy Surette, who throughout this year was my right hand, 
helping in so many ways behind the scenes, especially with regards to the auction.  She helped me 
keep my sanity, which is not always an easy task.   
 
This past year would not have been a success without each and every member giving a little of 
themselves.  Thank you to all members for coming to meetings and participating.  Without the 
support of the guild members, there would be no North Parish Quilters.  Now here we are and it is 
June again.  I am so looking forward to the end of the year Ice Cream Social, with a slightly different 
twist – Ice Cream Sodas!!  So be sure to come out and bring lots of show and tell, because we will all 
need a boost in creative spirit to hold us until September.   If you do not make it to the June meeting, 
have a wonderful, safe and creative summer.   
 
Susan Holsing, President 
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Board Members for 2015 – 2016 

President Susan Holsing 
Vice President Kathy Surette 
Treasurer Pat Atkins 
Secretary Joanne Barber 
Events Coordinator 2015 - 2016 Christine Brungardt 
Events Coordinator 2016 - 2017 Susan Holsing and Kathy Surette 
Web Master/Newsletter Coordinators Patrice Denault and Antoinette Evans 
Membership Coordinator Joanne Barber 
Refreshment Coordinators Ellie Casteel and Mary Wignall 
Greeters and Attendance Takers Betty Atkins and Jan Funai 
Sunshine Coordinator Joanne Barber 
Fat Quarter Raffle Coordinator Janice Caporrella 
Raffle Basket Coordinator Dawn Sampson 
Charity Coordinators Jean Osborn and Pat Winter 
Yawkey Family Inn Charity Oversight RoseMary Koch 
Holiday Tea Coordinators Kathy Boardman, Jane Davenport 
Ice Cream Social Coordinator Laurie Thies  
Quilt Block Swap Antoinette Evans and Collette Emilian 
Fund Raising Auction Coordinator Susan Holsing and Kathy Surette 

Board Openings 2016-2017 

There are several job openings for next year.  I am hoping individuals will step forward for these 
positions. 

Vice President - Assist the President in various tasks and serve as a back-up in the event the President 
in unavailable for the meeting.   Also, you will be training for assuming the presidency in 2017. 

Raffle Baskets - Do like to shop?  Do you like to create gift baskets? Then this is the job for you.  
Make 1, 3 or 5 gift baskets - use your own judgment and then sell tickets each month at the meeting.    

Fat Quarter Raffle - Again a very easy position.  Set up themes for each month, collect fat quarters 
and pull the ticket for the winner.   

Refreshment Coordinator - Contact the assigned people for refreshments each month.  Oversee 
cleanup to be sure all food brought in is removed from the premises.   

Other openings may be announced at the June meeting.    
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Membership 2016-2017 

It is time to renew membership to North Parish Quilters.  The membership year begins on July 1.  
Forms will be available at the June meeting.  We are asking all renewing members to fill out a form, 
so we are sure that we have all the correct contact information.  Good news, dues remain at $30.00 
for full members and  $25.00 for seniors (over 60 years of age). 

If you know a friend, please encourage them to join as well.  Planning is well underway for another 
wonderful year.  Where else can you go and have a fun night out for less than $3.00 a night?   

ICE CREAM!!! ICE CREAM!!! WE ALL SCREAM FOR ICE CREAM!!! 

Yes, it is that time of year again.  This year we are changing things up a little bit!!! Don’t fret 
we are going to make sure we all have fun and a lot of good laughs with friends and fellow 
quilters. 

We are going to have an Ice Cream Soda Social. What does this mean you say… just what 
you think.  Ice Cream Sodas just like The Ole Soda Shops you visited when you were 
young.  Please remember, when you arrive at the meeting we will be doing the Ice Cream 
Sodas first, before the meeting starts.  And, there will be some goodies to go with the 
sodas. 

A reminder to bring a little extra cash this month for the Raffle Baskets, for it will certainly be worth 
taking a chance on winning one of them, and maybe even use the basket as a gift for someone. 
Graduations, Weddings; it is that time of the year.   

Also while you are sitting there sipping your Ice Cream Soda we will be doing show and tell so please 
remember to bring in your finished projects so we can all o-o-h and a-h-h over them and get inspired 
for the summer sewing months.   

Thanks, Laurie 

Block Swap Reminder for Participants 

By now, most of your blocks should be ready to distribute at our June meeting.    We can’t wait to 
see what treasures come in!  If you haven’t finished yet, oh dear, time is running out!   Let’s get busy 
and finish up so no one is disappointed.  You need to bring in all eleven blocks to our June end-of-
year party.   We will call on you when it is time to distribute the blocks.    If you are unable to attend 
our meeting, please let us know and we can make other arrangements to receive your blocks and 
bring them to the meeting for you.  Sew much fun!   
 
Antoinette and Colette, Antoinette@quilterscommon.com, Colette@quilterscommon.com,  
781-587-0360 



 

 4 

Animal Shelter Pillow Guidelines 

Since I am currently not able to do cutting it would be a great help if you cut your scraps into 2” 
pieces, including the batting.  Long strips must also be cut because they ball up when laundered.  If 
you want to make your own pillow bags the Cat pillows are 14” square and the Dog pillows are 14” 
square up to Fat Quarter size.  I will also have bags ready to be filled at each meeting.  I will take any 
unwanted fabric including cotton, poly and decorator fabric and use it to sew bags.  I can also use old 
towels. 
 
I will deliver all of the completed pillows to the shelter.    I am very grateful for the 
guild’s response as the need is great.  Also, reusing and recycling our scraps is good for 
the environment.   

Thank you, Janice Caporrella 

Hole in the Wall Charity Update 

Thank you for your donations and the sewing so far.  Please continue to donate charity 
blocks  -- we will use them over the summer to get started on next year's quilts.  Just 
two strips of 4.5" x WOF gives two charity blocks. Pick some fun colors or dogs or 
sports or other themes.  They are all good.   
    
We have at least FORTY-SEVEN finished quilts and counting.  Our goal is at least 80.    
 
The guidelines for Hole in the Wall camp are 60 x 70 inches. And pillowcases are 
always great.  Thank you!  Jean Osborn,  jeanco_49@comcast.net  and Pat Winter, 
paw306@aol.com 

 
Yawkey Family Inn News 

 
Hello everyone.  I will  be at the June meeting and ask you to please bring all completed 
items to the meeting.   I will have an update for everyone in June as to the what we 
accomplished thru the year as well as a “Thank You” to all that have assisted in supporting 
the Yawkey Family Inn this past year.   I know that in these times, everyone is asking for 
donations, and it is getting harder and harder to fulfill these requests.  I appreciate your 
willingness to take kits home and make up the items, as well as assembling tops,  binding quilts and 
machine quilting the quilts. 
 
At the June meeting, there will be kits to take home for the summer and I hope some of you would 
please either taking a quilt kit or even one pillowcase kit to do over the summer.   It would be  greatly 
appreciated --  Thank you again.  If you need batting for a quilt, call me prior to the meeting and give 
me the measurements and I will bring the batting for your quilt.   Thank you, RoseMary 
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Auction News and Information 

I wish to thank each and every member of the guild who helped or participated in this year’s auction.  
We received over 90 donated items for the auction, not to mention the numerous donated items for 
the raffle baskets and refreshments.  The evening was a great success and I have heard only positive 
comments.  

I would like to thank our Auctioneers, Karen King, Sue Nelson and Barbara Malek.  They were 
excellent; they kept the bidding quick and crisp.  A great portion of the success of the evening I 
attribute to their fine auctioneering abilities.   
 
Dawn Sampson deserves a round of applause.  She put together 12 raffle baskets from all the 
donated items.  That was a lot of hard work!!   I would like to thank Linda Rose and Sue Fitzgerald for 
their assistance in the check-out process.   A process that can be quite stressful.   
 
Laurie Thies is a real quiet behind the scenes mover and shaker.  I would like to thank her for all her 
advice over the past year and putting together a great set up crew, not to mention recruiting the 
young women who assisted in showing the auction items and running the tickets down to the check 
out table.  These three young women really worked hard that evening.   
 
Linda Jeffrey deserves a shout out for being my voice, as I had lost mine due to having a cold. 
 
Finally a huge thanks to Kathy Surette who helped all through the process from the beginning 
planning stages right through the closing of the auction.  I could not have done it without all her help.   
 
The auction generated over $2,400 in total revenue and with the limited expense of approximately 
$300 the guild netted slightly over $2,100.  Those funds enable us to get high quality speakers and 
put on excellent programs, not to mention keeping the membership dues down.  We could not have 
great monthly meetings without an annual fundraiser.   Thanks to all for a successful evening.   
 
Susan Holsing 

Programs for 2016-2017 
 

Next year we have some interesting speakers lined up.  We will be laughing with Barbara Barber and 
Alison De Bolt.  We'll learn a bit of quilting history with Sue Reich.  And we have our classics - 
Welcome Back night, our Holiday Party, Charity Night and the Ice Cream Social.  Plus we have a few 
ideas up our sleeves that are still in the planning stages. 
 
We appreciate your input and will be handing out a questionnaire/survey on your opinions of this past 
year and what you might like to see offered going forward. 
 
Thanks, 
Program Chairs Christine Brungardt & Dawn Sampson  
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Fat Quarter Raffle 
 
The Fat quarter Raffle is a fun way to build up your stash. For each fat quarter you bring in, you will 
receive one ticket (a maximum of 3 tickets per person).  Please see Janice Caporrella for your ticket(s).  
If your number is drawn, you receive all the fat quarters that were brought in for trade that month.  
For June the Fat Quarter Raff le theme is “White on White or Cream on Cream”. 

 

Important Miscellaneous Information 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: Please send all updates and informational notes to Antoinette Evans and Patrice 
Denault, our Newsletter Coordinators, by the 25th of the month to appear in the following month’s Newsletter: 
NPQNews@gmail.com  

THE SUNSHINE LADY: Please let the Sunshine lady know of members who need some sunshine in 
their life. Please e-mail: joannebrbr@aol.com I appreciate your input. Thank you, Joanne Barber 
(978)922-5123  
  

GUEST FEES: Please be reminded that North Parish Quilt Guild has a guest fee policy-- all guests pay a $3.00 
fee for all meetings except when there is a Guest speaker -- then the guest fee is $5.00. We would appreciate 
members observing this policy. Thank you.  
 
PARKING: Please note that we will be reserving the first two spaces in the parking lot for speakers and vendors.  
 
SUGGESTION BOX: A penny for your thoughts. If you have an idea, then let us know. This is YOUR guild. What 
would you like to see and do? There will be a box at the back of the hall where the check in table is located. 
Please put your ideas and comments in the box. We will read them and discuss them at the next board meeting. 
Thank you. 
 
FREE TABLE: Don’t forget to check out the free table at the back of the room before and after the 
meetings. Anything quilt related is welcome – please feel free to “put and take”.  This is a great 
way to recycle magazines, notions and unwanted fabric. Scraps are also welcomed. To be fair to 
all members please limit your taking to 2 or 3 items until the end of the meeting.  If you bring in 
anything and it is still there at the end of the night please take it home.  
 
THE GUILD WEBSITE:  Please visit the guild’s website and sign up to receive an e-mail when anything, including 
this newsletter, is posted to the site. See Patrice Denault if you would like help subscribing to the website.  
http://northparishquilters.wordpress.com/ 
 
SNOW CANCELLATION POLICY:  In the event that North Reading Schools are canceled on the day of a North 
Parish Guild Meeting, then the guild meeting is also canceled.  However, if snow conditions become severe 
through the day, members will be notified by email by 3:00 pm on the day of the meeting. We ask that 
everyone assist with notifying our members of a cancellation.   Members without email should contact another 
North Parish Guild Member.  Thank you. 
 

REMEMBER TO BRING TO THE JUNE MEETING: 
 Name Tag - Finished Charity Items – Show and Tell - Fat Quarters for the Raffle - $$$ for the Raffle Baskets!!! 


