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SNOW CANCELLATION POLICY:  In the event that North Reading Schools are canceled on the day of a North Parish 
Guild Meeting, then the guild meeting is also canceled.  However, if snow conditions become severe through the day, members will be 
notified by email by 3:00 pm on the day of the meeting. We ask that everyone assist with notifying our members of a cancellation.   
Members without email should contact another North Parish Guild Member.  Thank you. 

 
President’s Note 2016 

 
Hello Fellow Quilters, 
 
I cannot believe another month has passed already.  It is March and it seems the winter has been 
quite mild.  Much different than a year ago!!!   
 
I cannot believe how fast the year is progressing and we are coming upon a busy season in the local 
quilt world.  I see several quilt shows from area guilds being advertised at the local shops for this 
coming spring. Do not forget that Barbara Malek and Susan Walsh have a show at the Unitarian 
Universalist Church in Danvers.  So please go out and support a local guild or area quilters, in return I 
am sure you will receive inspiration.  
 
I am so looking forward to our March program – “Confessions of a Quilter”.  I am yet to decide which 
picture to submit for our slide show.  I have the “messy room”, “overflowing stash”, “quilt disasters” 
“first quilts” – not sure what I will be submitting, but I will be deciding in the next couple of days.  
Please be sure to take part in this fun program and submit a photo to Christine.  There is no need to 
be embarrassed about your quilting space.  In the end, we can all hold our head up high and proud 
for the chaos that is left in the wake of our creativity. 
 
Susan Holsing 
President  
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North Parish Quilters, Union Congregational Church, 148 Haverhill Street, North Reading, MA 01864 
We meet on the second Wednesday of the month Sept- June. Doors open at 6pm & the meeting starts at 7pm. 
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Board Members for 2015 – 2016 

President Susan Holsing 
Vice President Kathy Surette 
Treasurer Pat Atkins 
Secretary Joanne Barber 
Events Coordinator 2015 - 2016 Christine Brungardt 
Events Coordinator 2016 - 2017 Susan Holsing and Kathy Surette 
Web Master/Newsletter Coordinators Patrice Denault and Antoinette Evans 
Membership Coordinator Joanne Barber 
Refreshment Coordinators Ellie Casteel and Mary Wignall 
Greeters and Attendance Takers Betty Atkins and Jan Funai 
Sunshine Coordinator Joanne Barber 
Fat Quarter Raffle Coordinator Janice Caporrella 
Raffle Basket Coordinator Dawn Sampson 
Charity Coordinators Jean Osborn and Pat Winter 
Yawkey Family Inn Charity Oversight RoseMary Koch 
Holiday Tea Coordinators Kathy Boardman, Jane Davenport 
Ice Cream Social Coordinator Laurie Thies  
Quilt Block Swap Antoinette Evans and Collette Emilian 
Fund Raising Auction Coordinator Susan Holsing and Kathy Surette 

 
Program for March 2016 

 
Confessions of a Quilter 
 
Confession is good for the soul (and in this case a few laughs) and that’s what we are going to do for 
our March meeting.  What are we confessing?  Our stashes, our WIPs, our first and worst quilts, our 
sewing rooms in their pristine and not so pristine states. 
 
We are going to have a slide show of our confessions.  Of course it is up to you whether you wish to 
remain anonymous – though we can’t guarantee that your friends who recognize that sewing room 
won’t rat you out.  We need you to send pictures to make this a fun night!!!   
 
Here is how to send a picture from an iPhone: 
 
After taking the picture, close the Camera app and go to the Photos app where you see all your 
pictures. Tap on the picture you want to send - just like you do when you want to see it.   
On the bottom left, there is a square with an arrow pointing up.  Tap it. The picture will be smaller 
and have a blue checkmark. Tap on the Mail icon and fill out the to: cebrungardt@comcast.net and 
the subject and press send.  
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Animal Shelter Pillow Guidelines 

Since I am currently not able to do cutting it would be a great help if you cut your scraps into 2” 
pieces, including the batting.  Long strips must also be cut because they ball up when laundered.  If 
you want to make your own pillow bags the Cat pillows are 14” square and the Dog pillows are 14” 
square up to Fat Quarter size.  I will also have bags ready to be filled at each meeting.  I will take any 
unwanted fabric including cotton, poly and decorator fabric and use it to sew bags.  I can also use old 
towels. 
 
I will deliver all of the completed pillows to the shelter.    I am very grateful for the 
guild’s response as the need is great.  Also, reusing and recycling our scraps is 
good for the environment.   

Thank you, Janice Caporrella 
 

Hole in the Wall Charity Update 

 
Hi Everyone, 
 
Our total Hole in the Wall count is over 20 finished quilts. I know you have more in progress!  Thank 
you for all the work you do.  
 
For MARCH we need lots of charity blocks. We will have a drawing -- one ticket for each charity block 
you make from your own stash!  Or one ticket for doing a kit of three.   Lots of blocks in March means 
tops in April, quilting by May, binding by June!   
 
Raid your STASH, grab a couple bright fabrics that look good together, and cut a 4.5” 
strip from each. That will make TWO charity blocks, 12.5” unfinished, one in reverse 
colors from the other.  See the NPQ website or come by the table for instructions. A 
layout of 5 x 6 blocks makes a 60" x 70" quilt, which is the preferred size for Hole in 
the Wall Gang Camp. 
 
We have PILLOWCASE kits, CHARITY blocks, and also NINE-patch kits. Please stop by 
our table and pick up a kit or two. SO EASY!  Each kit has only about 3 blocks in it.  
 
Hope to see you at the meeting! 
 
Jean Osborn,  jeanco_49@comcast.net  and Pat Winter, paw306@aol.com  
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Yawkey Family Inn News 
 

North Parish Quilters is happy to support the Yawkey Family Inn with the donation of quilts and 
pillowcases for children and families.  We welcome completed projects or blocks and fabric that can 
be used to finish a project.  Fabric for pillowcases is welcome – 3/4 yard for the 
pillowcase base and strips that are either 3” or 10” by width of fabric.    We 
welcome finished Quilts or Quilt Tops that are a minimum of 30” X 30” up to 
whatever size you are able to donate.   Anything would be appreciated. 
 
As always we will have kits for pillowcases and kits for quilts.   Stop by the table and 
pick up something -- it does not need to be returned the following month -- no rush 
-- work on it at your convenience.   We also have quilts in various stages -- Blocks needing to be sewn 
in rows, quilts needing borders, quilts needing sandwiching, quilts needing machine quilting, and 
quilts that need bindings.   Remember to call me if you have a quilt and need batting -- I will bring it 
to the next meeting. 
 
Would the person who left two quilts at Quilters Common for Yawkey Family Inn donation, please let 
me know who you are so we can acknowledge and thank you. 
 
Thank you, RoseMary 
 

Refreshments for March 

A reminder to - Brenda Lane, Bernadette Reilly, Pam String, Anne Collins, Jeanne Hanson, Susan 
Fitzgerald, Marcia De Brigard and Donna Mc Teague -  Please bring refreshments to the March 
Meeting.  Also, if you have not already signed up to bring refreshments some time this year, please 
contact Mary Wignall, member9219@aol.com.  We are looking for more people to bring 
refreshments.  Thank you! 
 

Quilts by Barbara Malek and Susan Walsh on Display 
 

Barbara Malek and Susan Walsh are displaying a number of their quilts at the Northshore Unitarian 
Universalist Church in Danvers.  This show is currently on display through March 27th, 2016.  The 
church is open every Sunday from 10:30 am to 2:00 pm.  Church service is from 10:30 to 11:30 am.  
To view the quilts during weekday mornings, you can also call the church administrator.  Her number 
is 978-774-7582. 
 

Northshore  Unitarian Universalist Church 
323 Locust Street 

Danvers, MA 
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Auction News and Information 

Four Seasons Auction 
 
Kathy Surette and Susan Holsing are busy preparing for the auction at the May meeting.  This is our 
annual fundraiser, as dues alone does not cover the cost for programs and speakers.  The proceeds 
from this year’s auction will cover the cost for future speakers and events.    
 
If you have your donated item to be auctioned off, please bring it to the meeting March.  That way 
we can start cataloging and tagging the items.  There will be plastic totes to hold the items for 
transport and storage until the day of the auction. 
 
Also, at last month meeting, all in attendance were asked to bring in items so Dawn Sampson can 
make up raffle baskets.  These baskets are always popular and a great way to raise money while 
having some fun.  So if you have yours, please bring it in so Dawn can start planning.    There are still 
numerous positions available for volunteers.  Whether you have an hour or several hours, before the 
auction or the day of, please come forward.  There are even small tasks that can be done from the 
comfort of your own home.  Like anything, many hands make light work.   Let’s make this a great 
auction!!   
  

March Raffle Baskets 
 
It's raffle time! Please stop by the raffle basket table to purchase some tickets. Help support your 
guild and secure a chance to go home with a basket of goodies! Come over and join in the fun! 
Tickets are 3 for $1.00 and the money goes to our Guild for our program activities and speakers.  
Thanks, Dawn Sampson 
 

Fat Quarter Raffle 
 
The Fat quarter Raffle is a fun way to build up your stash.  It is simple and easy.  You do not even have 
to go to the store to buy a fat quarter you can make your own from left-overs or from your stash.  For 
each fat quarter you bring in, you will receive one ticket (a maximum of 3 tickets per person).  Please 
see Janice Caporrella for your ticket(s).  If your number is drawn, you receive all the fat quarters that 
were brought in for trade that month.  For March the Fat Quarter Raffle theme is “Stripes”. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Month Theme 
March Stripes 
April Batiks 
May Patriotic 
June White on White or Cream on Cream 
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Important Miscellaneous Information 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: Please send all updates and informational notes to Antoinette Evans and 
Patrice Denault, our Newsletter Coordinators, by the 25th of the month to appear in the following 
month’s Newsletter: NPQNews@gmail.com  

THE SUNSHINE LADY: Please let the Sunshine lady know of members who need some 
sunshine in their life. Please e-mail: joannebrbr@aol.com I appreciate your input. Thank 
you, Joanne Barber (978)922-5123  
  

GUEST FEES: Please be reminded that North Parish Quilt Guild has a guest fee policy-- all guests pay 
a $3.00 fee for all meetings except when there is a Guest speaker -- then the guest fee is $5.00. We 
would appreciate members observing this policy. Thank you.  
 
PARKING: Please note that we will be reserving the first two spaces in the parking lot for speakers 
and vendors.  
 
SUGGESTION BOX: A penny for your thoughts. If you have an idea, then let us know. This is YOUR 
guild. What would you like to see and do? There will be a box at the back of the hall where the check 
in table is located. Please put your ideas and comments in the box. We will read them and discuss 
them at the next board meeting. Thank you. 
 
FREE TABLE: Don’t forget to check out the free table at the back of the room 
before and after the meetings. Anything quilt related is welcome – please feel free 
to “put and take”.  This is a great way to recycle magazines, notions and unwanted 
fabric. Scraps are also welcomed. To be fair to all members please limit your taking 
to 2 or 3 items until the end of the meeting.  If you bring in anything and it is still 
there at the end of the night please take it home.  
 
THE GUILD WEBSITE:  Please visit the guild’s website and sign up to receive an e-mail when anything, 
including this newsletter, is posted to the site. See Patrice Denault if you would like help subscribing 
to the website.  http://northparishquilters.wordpress.com/ 
 
 
 
 
 

REMEMBER TO BRING TO THE MARCH MEETING: 
Your Name Tag - Show and Tell - Finished Charity Items - $$$ for the Raffle Table – 

FQ’s for the Fat Quarter Raffle   


