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early all quilt shows require a 4"
hanging sleeve for quilts exhibited.
This 4" size accommodates most

hanging rods or slats used at shows.

Here are some basic directions.

I Measure the top edge of your quilt,
I where the sleeve will go, aboutYz"

from the top. In this example, the quilt
measures L3". See photo A.

{l Cut a strip that is 9" wide and the
Z width of your quilt plus 1" (for the
quilt shown here, this is a rectangle
9" x14").

O Fold in the short ends t/2" and press.
J rotO in again t/2" afidpress. This elimi
nates the raw edge. See photo B.

t Sew a seam along these short ends.
t s." photo C.

E Fold the strip in half with the wrong
J sides together, and press.

NOTE: By using this method, you do not
have to turn the tube inside out after you
sew it together. If you have a wide quilt,
and a long sleeve tube, it can be difficult
to turn it right side out. This way, the
seam is hidden between the sleeve and
the quilt backing.

f Stitch a1/2" seam along the long edge.
lf see Photo D' 

(continued)



/ Press the seam open, center it, and
, press. See photo E.

Q Along one of the long edges, fold
lU down and press about 7a". See photo
F. This allows for a little slack so the quilt
will hang better on a rod or slat. Without
this slack on the back, you may have a
bulge on the front of the quilt where the
hanging rod goes through. You can see

this slack more clearly on the side view
(photo G).

Q Pin the sleeve to the back of the
I quilt, about Vz" trom the top. See
photo G. Take care to place the sleeve
low enough that it will not show fuom
the front once the rod is inside and the
weight of the quilt pulls the sleeve up
toward the top of the quilt. This is even
more of an issue if the quilt is uneven at
the top, such as the example shown here.

I fl Hand-stitch the sleeve to the quilt.
I V See photo H. Go around all four

edges, even the short sides. Your stitches
should only go through the backing and
the batting. You should not see them on
the front of the quilt.



INSTRUCTIONS FOR MAKING STEEVES

Don't Go Sleeveless! 
:

It is crucial that the quilt you enter into the ]udged Show has a sleeve for hanging. Here is one
method for making them.

Many of you already know how to attach a sleeve to the back of your quilt. For IQA's purposes,
please make sure your sleeve finishes to 4 inches. The most frequently used method of displaying a
quilt is to stitch a sleeve, or casing, onto the backing of the quilt so that a rod or dowel can be slipped
through it. The rod and sleeve allow the quilfs weight to be distributed evenly, so that undue stress
is not put on any part of the quilt.

1". For the sleeve, cut a strip of fabric 81/2 inches wide, 2 inches longer than the length of the quilt
edge.

2. Turn under a1,1,/Zinch hem at both short ends of the strip. Top stitch.

3. Fold the fabric in half lengthwise, with wrong sides together, Fig. 1.

4. If you haven't attached your binding, place the raw edges along the top edge of the back of the
quilt and sew it 1/8 inch from the top, Fig.2. When you bind the quilt your binding will cover the
stitching on the top. Hand sew the sleeve to the quilt along the bottom edge through the backing and
batting, making sure you don't sew through to the front.* You may also want to stitch the short ends
of the rl"ere to the backing, as well, making sure to leave the pocket open for the hanging rod.

5. If you have already bound your quilt, do steps 1 through 3. Then, sew the long edges together
using a1./ 4 inch seam allowance. Press the seam allowance open and to the middle of the sleeve, Fig.
3.

6. Center the sleeve along one edge of the quilt backing, Fig. 4, approximately 1 inch below the
binding, with the seam facing the backing. Sew the sleeve to the quilt through the backing and
batting along both long edges, making sure you don't sew through to the front.

*You may also want to stitch the short ends of the sleeve to the backing as well, making sure to leave
the pocket open for the hu"g.g rod. This is the quiltmaker's traditionally preferred method. Textiles
conservators, though, recommend taking a stitch through to the top of the quilt every so often so the
hanging weight is better supported by the entire quilt and not just the batting and backing.



FIG A

Flc, I

F,O.3

Illustrations by Crystal Battarbee

Fl6, {



Quilt Sleeve Instructions:

* Once the quilt has been quilted, measure the width of the quilt. Cut a strip of fabric
the width of the quilt less 2 inches and approximately 9 inches wide.

Hem both ends of the strip.

With the WRONG sides together, sew the strip into a long tube.

Press the sleeve flat with the seam running down the center of the sleeve.

Lay the sleeve on the back of the quilt with the seam facing the quilt. Position the
sleeve about Yz inch from the top edge of the quilt.

Whipstitch the top and bottom edges of the sleeve to the back of the quilt. Be sure
and leave the ends open so a hanging rod can be inserted.

*

*

*


